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LUKE 18:9-14 (NLT)
Then Jesus told this story to some who had great
confidence in their own righteousness and scorned
everyone else: “Two men went to the Temple to pray.
One was a Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax
collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this
prayer: ‘I thank you, God, that I am not like other
people—cheaters, sinners, adulterers. I’m certainly not
like that tax collector!

LUKE 18:9-14 (NLT)
“ ‘I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my
income.’ But the tax collector stood at a distance and
dared not even lift his eyes to heaven as he prayed.
Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be
merciful to me, for I am a sinner.’ I tell you, this sinner,
not the Pharisee, returned home justified before God.
For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and
those who humble themselves will be exalted.” †
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1. Being forgiven demands having
repented of our former deeds and
turning toward our new deeds.

ARTICLE 9 – JUSTIFICATION, REGENERATION & ADOPTION
9. We believe that justification is the gracious and judicial act
of God by which He grants full pardon of all guilt and complete
release from the penalty of sins committed, and acceptance as
righteous, to all who believe on Jesus Christ and receive Him
as Lord and Savior.
9.1. We believe that regeneration, or the new birth, is that
gracious work of God whereby the moral nature of the
repentant believer is spiritually quickened and given a
distinctively spiritual life, capable of faith, love, and
obedience.

ARTICLE 9 – JUSTIFICATION, REGENERATION & ADOPTION
9.2. We believe that adoption is that gracious act of God by
which the justified and regenerated believer is constituted a son
of God.
9.3. We believe that justification, regeneration, and adoption
are simultaneous in the experience of seekers after God and are
obtained upon the condition of faith, preceded by repentance;
and that to this work and state of grace the Holy Spirit bears
witness.
(Luke 18:14; John 1:12-13; 3:3-8; 5:24; Acts 13:39; Romans 1:17; 3:21-26, 28; 4:5-9,
17-25; 5:1, 16-19; 6:4; 7:6; 8:1, 15-17; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 6:11; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21;
Galatians 2:16-21; 3:1-14, 26; 4:4-7; Ephesians 1:67; 2:1, 4-5; Philippians 3:3-9;
Colossians 2:13; Titus 3:4-7; 1 Peter 1:23; 1 John 1:9; 3:1-2, 9; 4:7; 5:1, 9-13, 18)

2. The great message of the Gospel is
that we can have new life, we can
be born again.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

This means that anyone who belongs to Christ
has become a new person. The old life is gone;
a new life has begun! †

2 SAMUEL 9:6-10, 13
When he came to David, he bowed low to the ground in
deep respect. David said, “Greetings, Mephibosheth.”
Mephibosheth replied, “I am your servant.” “Don’t be
afraid!” David said. “I intend to show kindness to you
because of my promise to your father, Jonathan. I will
give you all the property that once belonged to your
grandfather Saul, and you will eat here with me at the
king’s table!” Mephibosheth bowed respectfully and
exclaimed, “Who is your servant, that you should show
such kindness to a dead dog like me?”

2 SAMUEL 9:6-10, 13
Then the king summoned Saul’s servant Ziba and said, “I
have given your master’s grandson everything that
belonged to Saul and his family. You and your sons and
servants are to farm the land for him to produce food
for your master’s household. But Mephibosheth, your
master’s grandson, will eat here at my table.” (Ziba had
fifteen sons and twenty servants.) And Mephibosheth,
who was crippled in both feet, lived in Jerusalem and
ate regularly at the king’s table. †

3. It is adoption which allows us to
call God, “Our Father…”

TITUS 3:4-7

When God our Savior revealed his kindness and
love, he saved us, not because of the righteous
things we had done, but because of his mercy. He
washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and
new life through the Holy Spirit. He generously
poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ
our Savior. Because of his grace he made us right
in his sight and gave us confidence that we will
inherit eternal life. †
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